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NSU partners with Miami Army Med to
host Telehealth Case Competition
By: Christina McLaughlin
Co-Editor-in-Chief

By: Christina McLaughlin
Co-Editor-in-Chief

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION BY E. LORENZO
A look at last year’s Medical & Psychological
Clinical Case Competition hosted by the U.S. Army

Starting Jan. 21, in partnership with the
U.S. Army, the NSU Center for Academic &
Professional Success (CAPS), NSU Veterans
Resource Center (VRC), Halmos College
of Arts & Sciences and the Dr. Kiran Patel
College of Osteopathic Medicine, NSU will
host a virtual Telehealth case competition for
undergraduate students this semester.
Telehealth is the delivery of health-related
services and information via electronic or
telecommunication technology. This allows
for long-distance patient and clinician care and
communication. Through this case competition,
students have the opportunity to use critical
thinking strategies to assess and treat patient
actors via a Telehealth platform.
“This [case competition] will be beneficial
to students and help bring some creativity to the
Telehealth Industry. It is a huge industry that has
the potential to grow. By helping students get
involved early in their career, it can potentially
reinvent the way that we do medicine,” said Sgt.

1st Class Anthony Allen, healthcare recruiter and
workshop lecturer.
Students who participate in this competition
will earn one ExEL Unit and the chance to win a
$400 gift card awarded to the winning team. In
teams of three to five students, participants will
learn through a series of workshops the bestpractice methods, skills and knowledge needed to
treat patients in a virtual space. They will also be
expected to develop a research paper on Telehealth
and provide recommendations for the future of the
industry.
“Through these case competitions, especially
on the Pre-health side, we help students immerse
themselves in healthcare knowledge and trends
within the field. Due to COVID-19, Telehealth
has been evergrowing. The main focus of the
competition is the research paper that dives into
Telehealth and how it will be incorporated into
other avenues of healthcare and what the future
will look like in this interdisciplinary industry,”
explained Emilio Lorenzo, associate director of

Employer Relations for CAPS.
These workshops, titled “Writing SOAP
(Subject, Objective, Assessment and Plan) Notes
for Telehealth Patients,” “Resiliency Course” and
“Dealing with a Difficult Patient in the Virtual
Space” will focus on the overall trends in the
Telehealth industry, highlight important problemsolving skills and patient interaction procedures, all
taught by U.S. Army medical professionals.
According to Allen, the military has always
been at the forefront of the medical field and through
workshops focused on topics, like SOAP notes, it
offers students a different perspective to what they
will learn when they enter the healthcare field in
terms of procedure and shows that something like
SOAP notes is not just limited to the military and
allows students to look at healthcare through a
different lens.
“Programs such as the case competitions help
spread the U.S. Army’s message and help people
overcome preconceived stigmas of the military.
It helps us provide individuals with program

information and opportunities that are available
through the U.S. Army in the medical field.
One program we offer is our Health Professions
Scholarship Program (HPSP), which provides
100% tuition coverage and a monthly stipend for
recipients enrolled in medical, dental and other
medical professional schools. We would like
to see this case competition program grow and
continue and we hope to enrich our relationship
with NSU in the future,” said Allen.
Students interested in participating in this
competition are encouraged to register through
Handshake for the virtual information session on
Thursday, Jan. 21 from 12:30-1:30 p.m. Students
who have questions about this or future case
competitions should email casecompetitions@
nova.edu for more information.
Students interested in learning more about
the U.S. Army medical programs can visit Miami
Army Med on Facebook.

Getting connected at NSU with eSharks
By: Rick Esner
News Editor

NSU has temporarily suspended Sharks
on the Scene, a program to provide students
access to exclusive discounted tickets to a
variety of events occurring throughout South
Florida, for this semester due to COVID-19.
However, in its place, the Office of Campus
Life and Student Engagement is offering a
new program titled eSharks.
This new program aims to provide the
same unique experience, but in a different
format. All eShark events are primarily
virtual experiences to provide NSU students
with entertainment. Additionally, unlike

Sharks on Scene, all of the eShark events are free
to NSU students.
Christina Rajkumar-Castillo, associate
director of the Office of Campus Life and Student
Engagement, explained, “We are trying to figure
out virtual opportunities that we can offer to our
students to keep them engaged, especially in a
time where students are craving that connection
[to] the university and other NSU Sharks.”
January’s eShark events revolve around the
theme of self-help in the new year. This month’s
eShark experiences included events such as a
digital vision board party, budgeting for college

students, healthy smoothie making and more.
Still to come this month is Declutter Your Space
on Jan. 24 at 2 p.m., Sushi Making on Jan. 30 at
12 p.m. and Terrarium Workshop on Jan. 31 at 1
p.m.
“Being able to feel connected to other
individuals right now is something that a lot of us
are still trying to manage and maintain. In addition
to that, it is very important for our students to still
feel connected to the university. Creating these
opportunities is extremely important because it is
giving students an opportunity to do that,” said
Rajkimar-Castillo

Additionally, this month features a
special in-person event at the Rose and
Alfred Miniaci Performing Arts Center. The
event will showcase Reza in the show Edge
of Illusion, a world top touring illusionist, on
Jan. 23 at 8 p.m. The performance will follow
strict COVID-19 protocols to ensure the
safety of its attendees.
Students should keep an eye out for
future eShark scheduling on NSU’s SharkFins
newsletter or the Shark Hub website, and
those interested in RSVPing can do so by
emailing specialprojects@nova.edu.
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42 dead after earthquake hits
Indonesia
Last Friday, at least 42 people were
killed in a deadly earthquake in Indonesia.
Hitting the island of Sulawesi with a
magnitude of 6.2, the earthquake was the
country’s third deadly disaster in a week,
following an air-jet crash and a landslide.
According to The New York Times, the
earthquake damaged roads and bridges,
flattened houses, a local hospital and set off
various landslides. Over 600 people have
been reported injured and officials expect
the numbers of injuries and fatalities to rise
as the efforts to recover individuals stuck
beneath the rubble continue.
Prospects of Tokyo summer
Olympic games appear uncertain
As COVID-19 cases have continued to
rise in Japan and other nations across the
globe, the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) has begun to acknowledge that
holding safe Olympic games might not
be possible this summer. According to a
Reuters report, Taro Kono, a member of
Japan’s cabinet, claims the Games “could
go either way.” The longest-serving IOC
member, Dick Pound, has also voiced that
there is no guarantee that the Games will
continue as planned. If forced to cancel, it
would be the first time since WWII that the
Olympic games have been canceled.

Trump becomes first U.S.
president to be impeached
twice
On Jan. 13, U.S. President Donald
Trump became the first president of
the nation to be impeached twice. The
House of Representatives voted 232197 to impeach Trump on the charges
of inciting violence that led to the
attacks by his supporters on the U.S.
Capitol building. Only ten Republicans
voted in favor of the impeachment,
however those who did not vote in
favor of the impeachment took time
out of their arguments to criticize the
president for his handling of the matter.
The vote now goes onto the Senate, but
Senate leader Mitch McConnell has
already suggested that a vote will not
occur until after future President Joe
Biden’s inauguration.

Prime Minister of the Netherlands
steps down
Prime Minister Mark Rutte and his
entire cabinet stepped down last Friday after
a parliamentary report concluded that tax
authorities unfairly targeted poor families over
child care benefits. According to The New York
Times, Rutte and his cabinet will remain in
control of the country until elections which are
scheduled to take place in March. However, If
his party wins, he could serve another term.
Pigeon spared from death row
A racing pigeon named Joe, after presidentelect Joe Biden, was spared the death sentence
after it showed up in Melbourne, Australia after
flying away from a pigeon race in Oregon.
Fearing the spread of germs from the foreign
bird, Australian officials insisted on killing it, but
when the story gained national attention online,
they decided to let Joe live. While they are not
sure how Joe got all the way from Oregon to
Australia, their best guess is aboard a cargo ship.
Fiji to lead the UN Human Rights
Council
Much to the chagrin of China, Russia and
various other nations vying for the position, the
Pacific island nation of Fiji won the election last
Friday becoming the president of the United
Nations’ top human rights body. The small island
country with a record of support for human
rights initiatives was supported by a secret ballot
by 29 of the 47 members of the Human Rights
Council, a body whose mission is to promote
and protect human rights around the world.

Biden campaign reveals $1.9
trillion relief package
On Jan. 15, Joe Biden revealed his
$1.9 trillion relief plan for the United
States economy. The plan would include
direct payments of $1,400 to American
citizens and $440 billion dedicated to
small businesses, as well as an allotted
$415 billion to fight the coronavirus
with $20 billion of that being spent on
vaccinating American citizens. The Biden
campaign also announced that they would
be retiring the name of the vaccination
operation, “Operation Warp Speed,” that
was put in place by the Trump campaign.
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Former governor of Michigan
faces charges over Flint water
crisis
The former governor of Michigan,
Rick Snyder, is being charged with
two counts of willful neglect of duty in
relation to the Flint water crisis. The water
crisis began in 2014 and left the city’s
drinkable water contaminated with lead.
Many people blame the contaminated
water for an outbreak of Legionnaires’
disease which ended up killing 12 people
and a high infant mortality rate. In
Michigan, these charges are considered
a misdemeanor, but can result in up to a
year in prison or a fine of up to $1,000.

The National Rifle
Association of America files
for bankruptcy
The National Rifle Association of
America (NRA) has filed for Chapter
11 bankruptcy in court. The group
intends to restructure and regroup
their organization as a nonprofit in
Texas, rather than remaining in their
current location in New York. Chapter
11 bankruptcy allows the company to
continue operating while paying off
their debts.

News Briefs
Get the scoop
on events
happening on
campus and
around campus
Inclusion Awareness Fair
On Thursday, Jan. 21, the Office
of Student Disability Services and
the Graduate Association of School
Psychology (GrASP) will hold
an interactive fair on the topic of
inclusion at the Library Quad from
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12:30 - 1:30 p.m. The goal of the fair is
to not only teach students how to promote
inclusion within the NSU community,
but also explore the resources that are
available to NSU students.
President’s 64 nominations
open
Nominations are now open for
the 2021-2022 President’s 64 body.
The President’s 64 serves as a group of
student leaders whose main purpose is to
strengthen the relationship between NSU
and its surrounding community. Students
who are a part of this body provide
feedback directly to President Handbury
and serve as student ambassadors at NSU
events. Nominations can be completed by
NSU faculty, a staff member or a current
member of President’s 64. Nominations
will close on Jan. 25 at 5 p.m. For more

information, students can contact The
Office of Student Leadership and Civic
Engagement or email presidents64@
nova.edu.
6th Annual Virtual Power
Publishing Day
Nominations are open for the 20212022 President’s 64 body. The President’s
64 serves as a group of student leaders
whose main purpose is to strengthen
the relationship between NSU and its
surrounding community. Students who
are a part of this group provide feedback
directly to President Handbury and serve
as student ambassadors at NSU events.
Nominations can be completed by NSU
faculty, a staff member or a current
member of President’s 64. Nominations
will close on Jan. 25 at 5 p.m. For more
information, students can contact The
Office of Student Leadership and Civic
Engagement or email presidents64@
nova.edu.
Peer Leader program open
for applications
The Office of Experiential Education

and Learning is now hiring Peer
Leaders for Fall 2021. Peer Leaders
act as teaching assistants for UNIV
1000 and provide freshman students
with a unique interpersonal classroom
experience to ensure that they are
prepared for success for their first
semester at NSU. As a Peer Leader,
students have the opportunity to learn
and practice a variety of different skills
such as leadership, communication,
classroom management and conflict
resolution. The application is open now
until March 5.
Juan Pablo Correa
Memorial Scholarship open
Students have the chance to apply
for the Juan Pablo Correal Memorial
Scholarship now through Feb. 15 at 5
p.m. This scholarship is exclusive for
undergraduate international students
and those interested in applying can
do so at nova.edu/stueys under the
designated section of the site. For
more information, students can contact
Alexandria Ramos at ar3018@nova.
edu

Visit nsucurrent.nova.edu for the full version of this article.

*Some dates may be reported differently by news outlets following different
information or data. Dates listed in this article are derived from the noted and/or linked referenced sources.

By: Madelyn Rinka
Co-Editor-in-Chief
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A look at the 25th Amendment
By: Emma Heineman
Features Editor

On Jan. 13, the U.S. House of
Representatives
voted
to
impeach
President Trump for his actions connected
to the attack on the Capitol building in
Washington D.C. on Jan. 6.
Voting in favor of the article
of impeachment, which charged the
president with incitement of insurrection,
293 members of the U.S. House of
Representatives, including 10 republicans,
made an unprecedented and historic move
to impeach Trump for a second time during
his four year term, an action that has never
been taken against a sitting U.S. president.
However, a second impeachment isn’t the
only unprecedented action that’s been
considered since the attack.
The announcement of the impeachment
followed the passage of a non-binding

resolution earlier in the week calling on Vice
President Mike Pence to invoke the 25th
Amendment.
What is the 25th Amendment, and what
does it do? Continue reading for some insight
into how the amendment came to be and to
learn how it could be used as Trump’s term
comes to an end.
The 25th Amendment enumerates the
power of the vice president and a majority
of the members of the cabinet to remove the
president if they deem him or her unfit to
continue serving as president. Charles Zelden,
a professor of history and political science
in the department of humanities and politics
at NSU, explained that the 25th Amendment
was passed as a way to remedy a “hole” in the
Constitution.
“The Constitution says there’s a president

vice president decide that the president is
unfit to fulfill the duties of the office, they
would invoke the 25th Amendment, calling
for the president to step down from office.
If the president objects, the amendment
requires a ⅔ majority vote in both houses
of Congress to override the objection.
As Zelden said, “It’s not an easy
process to be done, but it’s there.”
With President Trump’s term as the
president of the United States coming to
a close tomorrow, there is little chance
that the 25th Amendment will have any
effect on the outcome of the transition of
power. However, it is sure to gain a few
lines in the history book that will recount
the unprecedented events of the past two
weeks.

and vice president, and the vice president takes
over the president dies, but what happens
when the president is incapacitated? What
happens if the president is not in a position to
be, effectively, the president? The Constitution
didn’t provide for any way to shift power on a
temporary basis, so the 25th Amendment was
set to do that,” said Zelden.
Historically, the 25th Amendment has
been invoked in temporary circumstances,
such as when a sitting president has needed to
undergo anesthesia for a medical procedure,
but it has never been used to remove the
president from office. While never used for
that purpose, there is little doubt that the vice
president and the cabinet members possess the
power to do so, but what happens if they do? \
After a majority of the cabinet and the

Gill Out: Go Pho
By: Emma Heineman
Features Editor

GoPho
2262 S University Dr,
Davie, FL 33324
Monday - Sunday 11:30
a.m. - 9:30 p.m.
$$
NSU is a unique and lively campus,
but that doesn’t mean Sharks can’t band
together and take an afternoon to explore
the South Florida area — even if that just
means finding a quaint place to study.
As a self-proclaimed pho fanatic, I
was ecstatic when a new pho restaurant
opened in the Tower Shops plaza in Davie,
FL. Because of COVID-19 and being home
for the holidays, it wasn’t until last week
that I finally had the opportunity to go and
try it out.
In terms of location, Go Pho is the
perfect spot for NSU students to grab a
quick bite to eat in between classes or to
venture to when they need a study break.
Less than a five-minute drive from campus,
Tower Shops already boasts an impressive
list of go-to places to shop and dine, a list
that now includes my new favorite pho
restaurant.
After explaining what pho was to my
boyfriend for what felt like the 50th time,
I finally convinced him to try it out with
me and we decided to head to Go Pho for

dinner. With endearing, but modern decor
and a bright neon light with the saying “dude
it’s pho, not phu,” I immediately enjoyed the
chill vibe of the restaurant. With an “order
at the front and seat yourself” system, it was
the perfect blend of quick and easy food and
a great dine-in setting. The fact that all of
the staff were wearing masks and the plastic
shields between tables made me feel at ease
about enjoying an indoor experience.
As a vegetarian, I was not disappointed
by the number of vegetarian-friendly options
on the menu. I ordered the tofu pho while my
boyfriend opted for the chicken option. I also
ordered a small Thai tea -- my must-try at any
place that offers it. The food came out quickly
and definitely met my high pho standards.
Although I wish there had been more veggies
in my pho and the Thai tea had been a little
thinner, everything was delicious and left us
both wanting more. So much so, we came back
again two days later for a quick lunch. When
we ate there the second time, we decided to
top off the meal with some delicious beignets
that came with a bright green pandan sauce,
the perfect way to hit the spot after a warm
filling meal.
For anyone who enjoys pho or wants
to step out of their comfort zone and try
something new, I definitely recommend Go
Pho.

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION BY E. HEINMAN
An order of pho meal at Go Pho

Right-wing extremism rampant
in D.C. protests, BLM banner burned
By: Rey Perez

Contributing Writer

On Dec. 12, Trump supporters took to
the streets in Washington D.C. to protest the
results of the 2020 presidential election. The
protest turned violent, causing the reported
vandalization of four churches and resulting
in more than three dozen arrests, according
to the Washington Post. These events
seemingly foreshadowed what would later
occur in the coming weeks
Among those protesting the presidentelect, Joe Biden, were the Proud Boys. The
Proud Boys are a violent, male-only, rightwing organization that has been accused of
racism, misogyny, xenophobia and white
supremacy. They have denied all of these
claims, however, continue to participate in
violent acts towards protesters of color. They
have been labeled by the Southern Poverty

Law Center as a “hate group.” Ironically
enough, after the first 2020 presidential debate,
President Trump formally condemned the
Proud Boys, stating, “I don’t know much about
the Proud Boys, almost nothing, but I condemn
that.”
That night in D.C., the Proud Boys
removed a BLM sign from Asbury United
Methodist Church’s grounds and promptly
set fire to it in the middle of the street. Video
footage shows members gathered around the
burning sign, some actively participating in the
burning. Rev. Ianther M. Mills, the pastor for
Asbury, issued a public statement regarding the
group and their actions, condemning them and
likening the act to “cross burnings.”
The D.C. Metropolitan police department
stated that they would reward anyone with any

information leading to an arrest and that those
responsible would likely be charged with a hate
crime. This led to the group’s leader, Enrique
Tarrio, taking to his Parler account to claim
responsibility for the burning. “I did it,” wrote
Tarrio, but said he was not motivated by race,
religion nor political ideology. USA Today
described the Proud Boys under Tarrio as
“a de facto army of fighters who traverse the
nation getting into brawls, setting fire to Black
Lives Matter banners and attacking Antifa
protesters.”
The investigation is ongoing, but on Jan.
4th, Tarrio was arrested in D.C. and charged
with a misdemeanor, one count of destruction
of property. He was released without bond and
ordered to reappear in D.C. only for his court
date, but never to enter the city otherwise.

The reason for this ban became clearer
on Jan. 6, the day Trump supporters,
including Qanon and the Proud Boys,
stormed the Capitol building in a violent
insurrection. The failed coup, allegedly
egged on by President Trump, has left five
dead, dozens injured and many facing jail
time. As a result, President Trump, who
dragged his feet with the police response
and issued sympathetic statements to the
mob, has been impeached by the House of
Representatives. However, the Senate does
not plan to reconvene until Jan. 19, a day
before Biden’s inauguration as president.
Even though the rioters, and even
President Trump, are facing justice, it is
becoming increasingly apparent that the
events of Jan. 6 were forecasted on Dec. 12.

January 19, 2021 | nsucurrent.nova.edu
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Social media’s hand in Trump’s rise and downfall
By: Sofia Gallus

Arts & Entertainment Editor

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION BY F. SHABAN
Trump’s Twitter page suspended

In this day and age, social media is nearly
inescapable. It can be used to reach people who we
normally would never imagine being able to speak
with and gives people a platform to voice all their
thoughts and opinions, even the bad ones. Not only
have social media platforms become an integral part
of many people’s lives, but they’ve evolved on their
own. On any one app you can now play games with
friends, make purchases, read the news and even
post livestreams in real time.
In recent years, social media has even gained

a hand in politics. Whether it be a place for people
to spread news about injustices that may not be
publicized in an everyday newspaper or giving
politicians a place to voice their standings on
current issues facing their constituents, social
media has become an important part of the
political machine.
Truly, you cannot think of former president
Donald Trump without also thinking of social
media. After four years of spouting seemingly all
of the thoughts that crossed his mind directly onto

his many social media platforms, but most notably
his Twitter account, he lost that opportunity. On Jan.
8, nearly all notable social media platforms banned
Donald Trump’s personal accounts, effectively
eliminating his online presence.
Donald Trump, even as we’ve known him
politically, has always been somewhat of a media
personality. Many of his early supporters knew him
from his TV show, “The Apprentice.” His presence
in the media, separated from politics, is what many
of his followers admired about him. In 2016, it was
a mix of his Facebook ads and outrageous tweets
that arguably won him the election. In the last few
months before the election, his opponent’s campaign
spent more than $200 million on television ads.
Trump’s campaign, however, was focused on
social media. Thousands of ads were run across
Facebook’s platform daily, catered specifically to
what the campaign deemed each viewer would like
to see.
Andrew Bosworth, an executive at Facebook,
was quoted by The New York Times saying
that Trump did not win the election thanks to
misinformation on the site, but because “he ran the
single best digital ad campaign I’ve ever seen from
any advertiser.”
While Trump’s online ad campaign may have
been impressive, Facebook wasn’t the only online
platform he excelled in. Twitter was also a large
contributor to his success in 2016. By 2018, two
years after deep diving through their website’s data,
Twitter announced that they had located at least
50,258 fake accounts, otherwise known as bots,
that were sharing election info in favor of Donald
Trump. All of these bots originated from Russia. Not
only did he have the aid of these bots, but Twitter
was a place that allowed him to interact with his
many followers. It wasn’t uncommon for some of
his followers to have something along the lines of,
“Proudly retweeted by President Donald Trump” in
their Twitter bios.
While his various political social media

campaigns might have been impressive, it was
often hard to go more than a few days without one
of his many infamous tweets being questioned by
the public. Donald Trump’s eventual ban from
social media wasn’t anybody’s fault but his own.\
As his supporters often said, he was honest.
He voiced seemingly all of his opinions online.
The things he spoke about ranged from tiny,
meaningless rants to actual world problems. More
often than not, his tweets stirred up controversy.
He wasn’t above tweeting personal verbal attacks
to anyone who dared disagree with him. He wasn’t
above tweeting or retweeting sexist, homophobic
and downright racist content. According to
The New York Times, in only his third year of
presidency, he had made over 11,000 tweets. In
2017, he tweeted an average of nine times a day,
and that amount tripled by 2019. In the same set
of statistics, The New York Times found that more
than half of his tweets consisted of some sort of
attack against someone or something.
His tweets, while attracting some, were
isolating to many. It was this isolation that really
cost him the election. While many voters weren’t
necessarily for Joe Biden, many were against
Trump. After nearly a month of arguing between
parties, the votes were certified and Joe Biden was
announced the winner of the 2020 presidential
election with 51.38% of the votes.
This was the beginning of the end for Donald
Trump’s social media accounts. It was after he lost
that he began incessantly tweeting about a stolen,
rigged or fraudulent election.
On Jan. 6, thousands of Donald Trump’s
supporters waged an attack on the U.S. Capitol
building in an effort to attempt a coup to delay the
certification of the electoral college votes.
For the full version of “Social media’s
hand in Trump’s rise and downfall,” check out
nscurrent.nova.edu
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The mythological and historical contexts behind the final
season of Chilling Adventures of Sabrina
By: Alexander Martinie
Opinions Editor

Content warning: This article
contains spoilers for the final season of
“Chilling Adventures of Sabrina.”.
The “Eldritch Terrors” and
literature
When
you
think
of
eldritch horror, the writings of H.P.
Lovecraft is probably the first thing
that comes to mind. Lovecraft’s
eldritch monstrosities most certainly
influenced the big bads of this season:
the “Eldritch Terrors.” Even the title of
the final episode, “The Mountains of
Madness,” is a reference to Lovecraft.
The first “Eldritch Terror” that
is shown, “The Eldritch Dark,” is
based off of one of the lesser known
Lovecraftian horrors, the “Unnamed
Darkness.” The Unnamed Darkness
isn’t mentioned explicitly in any of
Lovecraft’s writing, but it is noted in
a family tree of the Outer Gods. The
portrayal of this eldritch entity is a
very interesting way of bringing this
“Eldritch Terror” to life in a way that
fits into the limited information about
this creature and builds on it with the
avatars of darkness. The avatars of
darkness are similar to other entities in
Lovecraftian myths. “The Endless” is
reminiscent of “Thasaidon, the Master
of the Endless Void.”
“The Imp of the Perverse” is not
mainly influenced by Lovecraft’s
writings, but instead from the writings
of Edgar Allan Poe. It draws its name
from the “Imp of the Perverse” and its
powers from the monkey’s paw. “The

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION BY F. SHABAN
Watching the first episode of Part 4 of Chilling Adventures of Sabrina

Cosmic” draws from tropes of conflicting
parallel universes rather than a sentient
entity. Still going with the theory of “The
Cosmic,” “The Returned” aren’t a single
entity, but rather a host of resurrected
dead controlled by Lazarus, the “Returned
Man,” based on the biblical apocalypse.
Like “The Cosmic,” the last of the “Eldritch
Terrors,” “The Void,” is more of a concept
and a place rather than a physical, sentient
being. It is the nothingness that exists
outside of existence.
Infernal tradition for a royal
burial
In the final episode, “The Mountains of
Madness,” the death of the main character,

Sabrina Spellman, is foreshadowed with
the appearance of the banshee during the
bloodletting, a similar figure that made
an appearance in the last season before
Zelda’s death. However, that is after
Sabrina is revealed to be a herald of the
void. Before she is revealed to be holding
the void, Sabrina Spellman is occupying
the body of Sabrina Morningstar and her
father demands that Sabrina Morningstar
be given a queen’s burial even with
Spellman still occupying her body.
The hellish royal funeral and burial
never happen, but from other references
that we see in the infernal court, we can
get some idea of what this might entail.
One of the biggest moments we see

involving the infernal court and its real
world inspirations is at the coronation
of Sabrina Morningstar. Morningstar
is seen wearing a dress very similar to
those worn by Queen Elizabeth I during
her reign. While this is not much to
go on, royal coronations and funerals
were styled similarly, so we could
have similarities between Elizabeth I’s
funeral and burial and what would have
taken place in Morningstar’s infernal
royal burial. A royal burial would
feature a public funeral procession.
In Elizabethian tradition, different
offerings or gifts were thrown into the
grave or placed into the coffin based
on the dead’s marital status at the time
of their passing. As an unmarried
woman, Elizabeth I had flowers in her
grave and coffin. However, given that
Morningstar married Caliban only a few
episodes before her death, she would
have most likely had sprigs of herbs in
her grave if her funeral were to follow
those traditions. Both Sabrina’s are
given a burial by the Order of Hecate,
so unfortunately, we never get to see a
hellish royal funeral.
This season is a product of
interesting plotlines and well thought
out lore derived from real world beliefs
and writings. While this may be the
last season, that won’t stop people from
enjoying this show and these characters.
I know that I’m going to rewatch the
entire show as soon as I can and rewatch
it a few more times after that.

What is your most hated popular snack?
“Honestly, nothing really immediately
came to mind. I’ve been a vegetarian or a
vegan for years, so I kind of disqualified a fair
amount of foods for myself already. If I had
to pick something, in the past, I’ve disliked
a lot of packaged dessert-type snacks, like
mini donuts or cakes. Even then, I wouldn’t
say I hate them -- some of them I’ve actually
enjoyed in the past, but I’m not a big fan of the
ones that have that waxy frosting or coating. I
don’t want a snack to remind me of a candle,”
- Madelyn Rinka, co-editor-in-chief
“I wouldn’t say that I am a food snob
since I still spray whipped cream straight from
the can directly into my mouth. However, the
most disgusting thing is any combination of
chocolate with mint or peppermint. Andes,
York Peppermint Patties, mint-flavored
Oreos, Junior Mints, mint-flavored M&M’s;
unfortunately, the list goes on and on. I get
it, chocolate is a great ingredient to combine
with other treats, but mint, spearmint and
peppermint should be nowhere near chocolate.
Mint is a flavor for toothpaste, mouthwash and
breath mints, not for a treat when you’ve had a
long day. It honestly makes me nauseous just
thinking about it,” - Christina McLaughlin, coeditor-in-chief

“Truthfully, I love food and I’m not really
picky with what foods I eat. With that said, there
aren’t really any popular snacks that I hate. In fact,
when I looked up ‘popular snacks’ to get an idea
of all the chips, chocolates and candies loved in the
U.S., I found myself enjoying most of the items
on that list -- with the exception of Fritos, but even
then, I’ll eat them if I’m offered. Yet, a popular
snack I am picky with and did not see on that list
is popcorn -- a movie-watching staple loved by
tons of people. However, I don’t necessarily see the
hype. Depending on the type of popcorn, where I
am and my mood, will I eat it and actually enjoy it.
Getting pieces of kernel stuck in my teeth is just not
fun at all. Usually, the only setting in which popcorn
is appropriate is during a movie -- or if it’s caramel
corn, and even then, I’ll only want it sometimes,” Flor Ana Mireles, copy editor
“I would not say that I should be the most
trusted source on snack foods as my favorite snack
of all time is the Lil’ Yachty Hot Fries Rap Snack
that I was only able to find at Spencers before they
stopped selling them. However, I have a question
for those of you who enjoy salt and vinegar chips
of any kind: who hurt you? Do you just enjoy pain
and dissatisfaction? I can honestly see no other
reason as to why you would consume that flavor.

It’s like you’re thinking, ‘You know what would go
great with this mid day snack? Pain.’ I will never
understand the appeal,” - Rick Esner, news editor
“I want to start off by saying that I am a big
fan of ice cream. In 2014, I went to Italy for a month
and ate gelato every day. I came home to the states
with a greater love for the dessert and also gained a
little more junk in the trunk, if you catch my drift. I
love all flavors: cookie dough, cookies and cream,
coffee and triple chocolate, but the one flavor I
dislike is mint chocolate chip, yet it is apparently on
the list of the top 10 most popular ice cream flavors.
If I wanted to have a fresh breath, I would just brush
and floss. While I do commend it for its cute green
color, I will not be wasting a scoop of ice cream
on something that reminds me of my oral hygiene
routine,” - Siena Berardi, sports editor
“This is very niche, but I’m just going to say
it; I hate Cool Ranch Doritos. In fact, there hasn’t
been a Doritos flavor that has won out the place in
my heart dedicated to the original Nacho Cheese
Doritos. The first time I tried Cool Ranch Doritos, I
actually almost gagged. Something about them just
irks me. Whether it’s the fact that I just don’t like
ranch flavoring, I don’t understand how ranch can
be ‘cool’ or that I just really like the original Nacho
Cheese Doritos, I can’t get behind this popular

snack,” - Sofia Gallus, arts & entertainment
editor
“This probably doesn’t count as a snack,
but I hate mushrooms. I don’t trust mushrooms
as food and I just don’t trust them, in general.
Mushrooms decompose living organisms and
reproduce via spores. What if one day I end up
eating a mushroom, some leftover spores line my
trachea or get into my lungs? What is stopping
them from decomposing me from the inside?
That’s just too much to think about and I can’t
give them that power over me, so I think I’ll just
stay away from them,” - Alexander Martinie,
opinions editor
“I love food. Whether I’m trying out new
flavors, getting snacks with friends or picking up
something interesting at the grocery store, I’m
generally adventurous with what I eat. However,
over the years, I’ve grown a deep hatred for
Wheat Thins. Cheese and crackers are great, but
if someone pulls out a box of Wheat Thins, I’ll
just be eating cheese. Those tiny, pointy-edged
crisps really grind my gears for some reason.
When there are so many better cracker options,
there’s no reason not to avoid them,” - Erin
Cowan, visual design assistant
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Experience a journey through the cosmos
with “Watercolor Skies” by Covisky

OFFSHORE
CALENDAR

By: Flor Ana Mireles
Copy Editor

On Dec. 12, Covisky, a South Florida band
now based in Brooklyn, NY, released its debut
album, “Watercolor Skies.” The album combines
different styles and emotions to give listeners
a feel of the energy of the cosmos while in an
earthly medium.
Covisky is a psychedelic-spiritual funk
band led by Giuseppe Storniolo. For “Watercolor
Skies,” which was made 50/50 between both
Miami and Brooklyn, Storniolo wrote, played,
produced and mastered all instruments and
vocals except for the drums, which were done by
his brother, who also inspired the album’s name.
“The inspiration [for the album] rises
from life itself. The album is a sonic collection
of my experiences and emotions… I guess the
original spark or idea came to me on a random
day through a breeze, or maybe, it was brought
by a wave in the Atlantic Ocean. The name came
about on a beautiful clear Thanksgiving morning
when my brother, Francesco, said, ‘Wow. The
skies look like they’re made of water,’” said
Storniolo.
“Watercolor Skies” consists of eight
beautifully written songs. Meant to be interpreted
by each listener individually, here is my
experience and interpretation of this cosmic
album.
The album opens with “Slightly Off,”
a jazzy psychedelic piece that will have you
swaying and dancing in your seat. Everything
about this song, from the bass to the guitar and
vocals, sends you to a different plane and puts
you in a good state of mind.
“Left Eye,” the second song on the album,
is actually spoken word poetry, which is a
beautiful and original touch to the album.

SocietyX: Therapeutic Art
Workshop
Jan. 19 | 11 a.m.
RSVP
Israel, a Culinary Tour
Jan. 19 | 2 p.m.
RSVP
Artist Book: My Journey
Workshop
Jan. 20 | 10 a.m.
RSVP
The Magic Lab: a Virtual Open
Mic Magic Show
Jan. 21 | 7:30 p.m.
RSVP

OBTAINED FROM COVISKY
“Water Color Skies” the album

According to Covisky, his favorite song on the
album to make was the third track, “Spirits,” which
begins with a sort of meditational music and journeys
into entrancing guitar, drums and vocals.
“It was a cold New York February morning,
one of those days that all feels off, riddled with
self-doubt and feeling like a shadow on the wall. I
grabbed my guitar and headed to Central Park, [as]
the spirits were calling me outside on that day. Within
the darkness, the muse found its way to me and the
progression of the verse came out of my guitar as if it
has been played by somebody else. In that moment,
a beautiful song was born. Maybe, that’s why I wrote
that ‘darkness is just another type of light,’” said
Storniolo.
“Torresiela” is the fourth song on the album,
which begins with Covisky speaking and then
transitions to smooth and jazzy synths, guitars and

drums. This instrumental track lets the music
speak for itself, sending the listening to another
musical dimension.
“Conduit Skin,” which was originally
released as a single in October, is another
psychedelic piece that features only music and
is filled with synths and a groovy bass line,
transporting the listener on a trip through time
and space.
The sixth song on the album, “Airborne
Piroutte,” is one of the shorter tracks, but
has a melody that relaxes listeners with its
instrumentals as the album begins to wind down.
The song also leads into “Shape of a Pocket,” the
seventh track and most different sounding out of
the album.
To read more of “Watercolor Skies” by
Covisky, visit www.nsuthecurrent.nova.edu.

Webinar: Gardening - What to
do Before Getting Your Hands
Dirty
Jan. 22 | 3 p.m.
RSVP
A Global Destination for Art:
Ardeshir Tabrizi
Jan. 23 | 3 p.m.
RSVP
Barcelona’s Gothic District
Discovery
Jan. 25 | 10 a.m.
RSVP

Rating Trader Joe’s knockoff snack names
By: Sofia Gallus

Arts & Entertainment Editor

It’s no secret to anyone that knows me
that I love Trader Joe’s. I get almost all of my
groceries there and I buy an embarrassing
amount of fiery chicken curry.
Every so often I’ll peruse through the
snack isles, looking for new things to try. The
only hit and miss options for me from Trader
Joe’s have been the snacks. I’ve found some I
really like and some that I would never imagine
buying again. However, one of my favorite
things about buying any food from Trader Joe’s
is the name. The titles and packaging designs
of their name brand products can be weird,
wild and downright hilarious. I’ll be ranking
some of my favorites here.

Trader Joe’s Sea Salted
Saddle Potato Crisps (Pringles)
- 7/10
I have to say, I like these knockoff Pringles
more than the real thing. I am a big fan of
Pringles-esque snacks, even the Aldi knockoffs.
However, sometimes with real Pringles, you’ll
get air bubbles in the chips, causing the whole
chip to crumble when you bite into it. Trader
Joe’s Sea Salted Saddle Potato Crisps don’t
have that problem. They’re dense without being
too thick; they’re simply perfectly salted little
potato crisps. If I were to rate this snack just
based on the name alone, I’d give it a 4/10;
not too creative, but obscure enough that it’s
slightly amusing. However, I have to take into
account the packaging. There is the funniest little
drawing of a cowboy riding a potato chip like a

horse and that bumps my final rating up to a 7/10.

Trader Joe’s Joe Joes (Oreos)
- 9/10
These are another popular knockoff snack
from Trader Joe’s. Honestly, these off brand
Oreos are pretty good. They’re a bit more sturdy
than Oreos are and the creme feels a little less
processed, which I like. I can even see the little
dark speckles from the vanilla beans. These treats
may be hard to say, but they’re easy to eat. Based
on the name and the fun packaging, which includes
a friendly toucan who gives you strangely detailed
instructions on how to properly eat Trader Joe’s Joe
Joes, I’d give these cookies a solid 9/10.

Trader Joe’s Unexpected
Cheddar (Cheese) - 6/10
Alright, this product isn’t necessarily a
knockoff snack. In fact, it’s just cheese; a type
of cheese that many who shop at Trader Joe’s
regularly refer to as magical. According to Trader
Joe’s own website, the cheese has been a staple
product at their stores for over 10 years. The magic
lies in the flavor-changing abilities the cheese
holds. At first bite you taste a sharp cheddar, but as
you continue to chew, it becomes even sharper and
tastes more like a finely aged Parmesan. The real
kicker for me lies in the name. I never would have
thought that a cheese with the word “unexpected”
in the name would sell so well, but Trader Joe’s
Unexpected Cheddar seems to have defied the
odds. I’d give this magical cheese a 6/10.

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION BY S. GALLUS
Joe-Joe’s Cookies and SSaddle Potato Crips
make a good alternative to its popular snacks
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SPORTS IN
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January 22: George Foreman wins heavyweight boxing titles
In 1973, George Foreman won WBC and WBA heavyweight boxing
titles in Kingston, Jamaica. Foreman TKO’d Joe Frazier in both rounds

January 23: Steffi Graf wins single crowns
January 19: First Tour de France Announced
On this day, in 1903, the dates of the first Tour de France were announced.
The six-stage bicycle race took place from July 1-19. French cyclist Marice
Garin went on to win the race.

January 20: UCLA Bruins’ winning streak ends
In 1968, the Houston Cougars ended the UCLA Bruins’ 47-game
winning streak with a score of 71-69.

January 21: Wayne Gretzky becomes second all-time scorer
On this day, in 1989, Wayne Gretzky passed Marcel Dionne and became
NHL’s second all-time scorer.

Be a leader, not a
coward
By: Rick Esner

Time and time again, it has been
proven that sports can rally a group
of people almost like no other, and
in turbulent and political times such
as the ones we are currently living
in, this ability is the most essential it
has ever been.
Last Saturday, the Wildcats,
University of Kentucky men’s
basketball team, decided to kneel
during the national anthem an hour
before their game at the University
of Florida against the Gators. Along
with the players, the staff of the team,
including Hall of Fame head coach
John Calipari, kneeled in unison
during the anthem. This is the first
time the University of Kentucky had
players kneel for the anthem.
It is to no one’s surprise that this
form of peaceful protest has caused
extreme backlash from fans across
the state. However, last Tuesday,
when asked about the criticism
toward the team’s protest, Calipari’s
views began wavering stating, “This
political time, probably not a real
good time to do it.”
This statement by Calipari is
disappointing in all sense of the
word. For the head coach to boldly
take a stance with his players on a
movement that clearly means a great
deal to them to all of a sudden turn
around and say that the protest was
not a good thing to do after facing
some backlash seems cowardly. It
would be one thing for Calipari to

News Editor

make this statement if he did not join
the team in kneeling during the anthem
for that game, but he did. Calipari made
a choice to stand, or rather kneel, with
his team, and morally, he should stick
with his decision.
Additionally, I would argue that
this is the perfect point in time to take
a part in this movement. Their form
of protest incited no harm on anyone,
so why not take a stance, especially
when this topic is on people’s mind?
Additionally, players went on to mention
that the protest was not solely aimed
at the events occurring specifically at
the Capitol, but as a part of the greater
gesture that kneeling during the anthem
is — a statement of support for social
justice.
Most of the backlash the team
faced in of itself was a form of peaceful
protest, so it is really confusing as to
why Calipari went back on his word.
Fans started burning t-shirts of the
University of Kentucky Wildcats,
which the coach and team may find
disrespectful, but I have a feeling that
the team does not want fans like this
supporting them either way.
Whether Calipari agreed with what
his players were trying to display or
not, he chose to kneel alongside them
and he should have stayed by their side
despite whatever backlash the team
faced. Calipari is the team’s head coach.
He should be a leader, and as a leader,
you stand with your team instead of
running when the going gets tough.

In 1988, German, Steffi Graf won the first of three consecutive
Australian singles crowns. She beat out Chris Evert 6-1 and 7-6.

January 24: Mike Bossy scores thousandth point
On this day in 1986, Mike Bossy of the New York Islanders scored his
1,000th point.

January 25: Michael Jordan scores ten thousandth point
In his fifth season in the NBA, Michael Jordan scored his 10,000th point
with the Chicago Bulls.
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It all starts with discipline
By: Flor Ana Mireles
Copy Editor

If you would have asked me last
year to go running with you, I would
have politely declined. Yet, in October, I
decided to give it a shot -- and ended up
really enjoying it. I began with one mile
with loved ones. Then, in November,
I ran alone for the first time. It wasn’t a
habit I kept up for a while -- I preferred
running with others -- but then, I began
running alone and loving it.
On Jan. 5, I ran 5.15 miles -- my
longest distance, and I did it alone.
One thing I’ve learned with running
is that it all starts with discipline. It’s that
inner voice telling you, “You must run
today,” and doing so, even if you really
don’t want to.
When it comes to exercise and
getting fit, for most of us, it is seen
more like a chore than a source of
entertainment. Even with the pandemic
encouraging us to take better care of our
physical and mental health, running or
getting a workout in may still be trumped
by our desire to binge on Netflix, watch
the never-ending, stress-inducing news or
scroll social media for hours.
In order to build self-discipline, it
is necessary for you to put yourself in
the correct mindset and remind yourself
that what you are doing is for your own
benefit in the long run. Here are some
ways that you can begin your selfdiscipline journey.
Make your bed
Making your bed as soon as you get
out of it is one of the easiest ways to begin
building self-discipline. It allows you to

complete a task as soon as you wake up, thus
activating a domino effect for you to get other
tasks done throughout the day. According to
an article by Forbes on five daily exercises
that build self-discipline, “Making your bed
first thing in the morning puts you into a
disciplined and productive state immediately
when you start your day. It’s also a powerful
motivation to stay awake instead of crawling
into the warm sheets.”
Stop complaining
We often find ourselves complaining
about the things we don’t want to do, but did
you know all complaining does is make you
focus on everything that is wrong? There’s
a lot to be grateful for. When you complain
about not being in shape or having the desire
to exercise, you’re not taking into account
those individuals who may have the desire to
get fit but may lack the physical capabilities.
Instead of complaining, try taking a deep
breath, changing your attitude towards
it and getting started on the task you are
complaining about.
Meditate
Meditation may seem like a sedentary
way to build discipline, but it requires you to
discipline your thoughts, which is something
a lot of us struggle with. Living through
a pandemic and all the changes that have
come with it have put a lot of mental clutter
into our heads. By meditating, we can clear
some of that clutter, get back to ourselves
and achieve our goals. In the same article
beforementioned, Forbes says, “Sitting
and thinking about nothing but your breath
requires tremendous discipline and focus…

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION BY F. MIRELES
Running the Key Biscayne Bridge

If you are willing to give this a go for 30
days, you WILL increase your discipline and
willpower in surprising ways.”
Eliminate distractions
Living in the 21st century, there are
distractions everywhere: social media, the
news, even just notifications. Unfortunately,
distractions lessen our discipline, causing us
to fall victim to mindless scrolling instead
of actually getting things done. If you want

to get an exercise in or go on a run, try
turning off your notifications or putting
timers on your social media apps so you
are not distracted from achieving your
goals.
Discipline is required for success,
whether that’s running every day, going to
the gym or even following and achieving
your dreams. You can do it. You just need
to put in the work and strive forward.

NSU Sports: The road back from COVID-19
By: Christina McLaughlin &
Siena Berardi
The Current Staff

On Dec. 10, the Sunshine State
Conference Presidents Council decided
to cancel conference competitions and
championships for soccer and volleyball in
the fall and swimming in the winter of the
2020-2021 academic year.
The council declared that cross
country, originally held in the fall, could
conduct a conference championship season
during the spring 2021 semester as it is
considered a low COVID-19 transmission
risk sport by the NCAA.
The council also decided to further
postpone the start of the basketball season
until at least Feb. 15. This confirms that
the 11 colleges in the Sunshine State
Conference, including NSU, will not be
able to participate in the 2021 NCAA
Division II Men’s and Women’s Basketball

Championships.
For NSU athletes coming into the
Winter 2021 semester, these decisions
meant important decisions needed to be
made to protect athletes from the potential
risk of COVID-19. It was also essential
to find ways that allowed student-athletes
to continue practicing and conditioning
themselves for a future season if they are
found unable to compete in this 2020-2021
season.
As of now, here is the breakdown as
to how each of the 16 NSU sports teams
will proceed this semester with each team’s
specific NCAA classified COVID-19
transmission risk alongside a general
timeline and update from the NSU Athletics
department.

MEN’S NSU SPORTS
Baseball- As planned**
Basketball- TBD
Cross Country*- Schedule TBA
Golf- As planned**
Soccer- Will not compete
Swimming- Schedule TBA
Track and Field*- As planned**

NSU SPORTS
Legend Info
NCAA classification of sport according to
contact risk of COVID-19 between athletes
HIGH-RISK SPORT
INTERMEDIATE-RISK SPORT
LOW-RISK SPORT
*The level of risk in cross country and track and field are dependent upon
the student-athlete’s proximity to other unmasked individuals.
**Sports listed as “as planned” will compete in their regular season, but
with a limited schedule compared to previous seasons. The schedule
specifics have not been announced at this time.

WOMEN’S NSU SPORTS
Basketball-TBD
Cross-Country*-Schedule TBA
Golf-As planned**
Soccer-Will not compete
Softball-As planned**
Swimming-Schedule TBA
Tennis- As planned**
Track and Field*- As planned
Volleyball- Will not compete**
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Is domestic terrorism protected by the First Amendment?
By: Alexander Martinie
Opinions Editor

Is domestic terrorism protected under
the First Amendment? What? No. Any
sane person would think this idea is insane.
Yet, since the attack that took place on the
Capitol Building, Republicans have tried to
claim that the rioters were just exercising
their First Amendment rights and that they
should be exempt from the consequences of
their actions.
Jim Jordan, a representative from Ohio,
claimed the impeachment of President
Trump on the grounds of inciting violence
and insurgency is a part of “cancel culture”
and a violation of the First Amendment.
However, Jordan fails to see that, while
the First Amendment protects individuals
from the government infringing on or
punishing them for inflammatory speech,
Trump’s comments are not protected by the

First Amendment.
In the 1969 case, Brandenburg v. Ohio,
the Supreme Court ruled that speech that is
“directed to inciting or producing imminent
lawless action and is likely to incite or produce
such action” is not protected by the First
Amendment. So, yes; Trump’s comments are
in fact grounds for impeachment.
Even if they were not, what kind of world
leader incites violence in his own country?
How can someone holding the title of leader
of the free world bash the very system that
put him into power four years ago? How can
the President of the United States call for a
fair and democratic election to be overturned
so he can desperately cling to power? If this
were to happen in any other country, the U.S.
would have intervened and put in someone
that would have been useful to them.

“

How can someone holding the title of
leader of the free world bash the very system
that put him into power four years ago?
Trump and his supporters have made
a mockery of this country. They have made
a mockery of democracy. They ruined
whatever chance the Republican party had
of being respected. They made fascism
mainstream in this country. They demonized
being against fascism or supporting human
rights.
His supporters committed domestic
terrorism against Congress and he told them
that they were special and that he loved
them. This is the same man that called for
peaceful Black Lives Matter protesters to be

-

shot at and tear gassed so he could have a
photo op at a church he does not go to. The
same man claims to represent the party of
law and order, good Christian values and
the party of Lincoln.
Trump’s actions have sown hatred
and chaos in this country. I believe that
future generations will look at this time
period the same way we have looked at
the dictators in the ages before us. This is
not how the transfer of power is supposed
to be. This was not peaceful. This was an
insurrection.
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It’s time we get our facts straight — bias and all
By: Christina McLaughlin
Co-Editor-in-Chief

PRINTED WITH PERMISSION BY C. MCLAUGHLIN

Growing up, I read the “real facts” on the
cap of my Snapple. I loved learning how bees
have five eyelids, and I didn’t care where these
facts came from. I just liked sharing knowledge.
Clearly, nothing has changed. However, there
has been one change in our world in the “real
facts” we learn every day. It could be as simple

as a street closure or as complex as the latest
scandal by a politician or celebrity. These
topics are brought up in casual conversations
and around the dinner table just like anything
else.
There are rumors, speculation, hearsay
and just flat-out lies; so how do we separate a

“real fact” from a factual piece of information?
That is the million-dollar question.
We’veallseentheFacebookaccountsriddled
with reposts from sources like “my dear friend
William Michael,” “America’sPrideofLions” or
“helthybodyslimfast.com.” Okay, I made those
up, but you know what I mean. The memes
might make you laugh and start a conversation,
but it’s the “real facts” that are thrown that you
have to worry about.
Like it or not, President Trump highlighted
this exact issue with his comments about “fake
news.” Now, he wasn’t talking about those
meme pages. He was talking about historically
reputable news sources like The New York
Times, CNN, NBC and The Washington Post.
These outlets may make factual errors or
misprints and aren’t perfect by any stretch of
the imagination, but they don’t necessarily hide
their bias or mistakes — hence the need for
occasional corrections or retractions.
Could your friend William Michael be
accurate when he said Au is the symbol on the
Periodic Table for gold or “helthybodyslimfast.
com” when they say that not smoking can keep
you healthy? Sure, but that doesn’t mean that
you shouldn’t check those facts for yourself.
In fact, you most certainly should because, at
the end of the day, it’s all about the clicks and
algorithm.
According to tech experts in the Netflix
documentary “The Social Dilemma ” —the ones
involved in the creation of the apps we all know
and love — our search results, posts we see and

connections we make are all curated. So,
what if you only saw a politically targeted
meme because you live in a so-called “red
state”or “blue area code?” Or only could
easily find information from non-reputable
news sources?
Therein lies the problem with
algorithms and how these apps (which most
people rely on for their news nowadays)
could cause such a huge uproar. That’s
how we get situations like what we saw at
the Capitol Building, whether we want to
admit that or not. Essentially, we are being
fed what we already want to believe. It’s
not the app’s fault. All it wants is to get
you to engage with it. It doesn’t realize that
you watched 20 hours of propaganda last
week, it sees that you stayed on the app for
20 hours and will recommend more of that
content to gratify you.
So, what does that mean for us? How
do we avoid this bias from all directions?
The short answer is we can’t, but we can
work towards the middle ground. By using
sites like allsides.com for news from each
political leaning or by checking your news
sources’ bias, we can find balance in our
news cycle and some of the truth behind
the “real facts” that we are presented with.
By the way, bees do have five eyes, but no
eyelids. Go figure.

The GET mobile app needs to GET fixed
By: Sofia Gallus

Arts & Entertainment Editor

Many students returned to live on
campus for the Winter 2021 semester. As NSU
experienced an influx of residential students,
they sent out various emails during winter
break, several of which outlined protocols for
students who had to or planned on self isolating
during the first two weeks of the semester.
Several emails were sent about
purchasing food from the GET mobile app,
a food delivery app that NSU utilized during
the previous semester that allowed students to
order food from campus to be delivered right
to their residence hall.
Taking it a step further this semester,
NSU mail couriering services were to deliver
orders straight to students’ rooms for the first
two weeks of the winter semester. This was
an especially useful development for students
who wished to self isolate. This service is
available from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., as advertised
per the emails students received over winter
break.
Unfortunately, the GET app has a few
bugs. Not only do many of the dining locations
advertised simply not show up, but others
show that they are ‘closed’ all day on days
when they are most certainly open.
Over the past two weeks, only four out of
the eight supposedly available locations have

appeared on the app and shown up as ‘open’ at all.
Not only do we have limited dining options,
but we seem to have a limited window of
availability to order. While GET mobile delivery
is supposed to be available until 7p.m., every time
I have attempted to order food past 5 p.m., I have
not been able to. Whether it be that many students
are all ordering at once or an error on the app’s
part, an error message pops up after 5 p.m. stating
that they have reached order capacity.
Starting at 6 p.m., you cannot even try to
order, as locations will show up as ‘closed’ or not
taking any more orders, citing that there will not
be enough time to prepare and deliver the order.
While the app does disclose that it can take up to
an hour to make and deliver your food, during the
few times I have been able to successfully order
it has only taken around 30 to 40 minutes for my
order to be delivered. If you were planning on
ordering dinner from the GET app, you’d better
be ready to eat it early, because during the last two
hours of operation, the app is essentially useless.
While the GET mobile app could be a
really good opportunity for students who wish
to social distance or self isolate, it simply
falls short of being truly useful. NSU needs
to actively look into these bugs instead of just
leaving the app as it is and leaving students
hungry in a midst of confusion.
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